
Bats
China Maple Hall (‘A’ in the guide book)

There are bat shapes all over the Garden. Bats
symbolize good luck in Chinese because the
word for bat (蝠 'fu' or 'fook') sounds the same as
the word meaning  fortune or blessing.

Look at the table in the centre of the room to find
the carvings of 5 bats surrounding a Chinese
character. This is a representation of the Chinese
character for long life (壽 'shou') and the bats
represent the 5 blessings of a happy life. Look
also at the bat-shaped door handles as you leave
this room. 

 

The 
Scholar's Secrets
Scavenger Hunt

Find things in the Garden not
mentioned in the Guide book!

Welcome to the Chinese Garden!

A Scholar and his family would have lived in a
home just like ours in the Ming Dynasty period
of Chinese history (1368 - 1644).

Scholars designed their homes and gardens to
reveal hidden views, secluded spots and hard to
reach areas - just like in nature. They also 
hid symbolic patterns and used special materials
that are easy to miss unless you know what you
are looking for.

See if you can find these hidden things in the
Garden! Many of them aren’t mentioned
in the official guide book. You can look for them
in any order.



The Cave
Main Courtyard (‘B’ in the guide book)

Walk to the end of the Main Courtyard near the
bamboo grove to spot the cave under the rock
mountain.

The Scholar designed his Garden to look like a
miniature version of nature. He even created
caves in the rocks. The ancient Chinese
believed caves and mountains were mythical
places where the Immortals lived. 

The Scholar would have created a cave to
invite the Immortals, seen as ‘good spirits’, to
live there. Dragons were also said to live in
caves. If a Dragon was spotted, it was
considered good luck.
 

Mortise and Tenon joints
China Maple Hall (‘A’ in the guide book)

 
Our Garden was built in 1986 by a team of
Chinese artisans who used the same building
methods and materials they would have used
in the Ming Dynasty. This means they didn’t
use any power tools or modern equipment,
even nails or screws! Instead, they used
mortise and tenon joints.

Mortise and tenon is a special carpentry
technique where the joints of wooden beams
are made to slot together (like Lego).

Look at the latticework screens in the
hall to see this technique at work! See
if you can spot any other places which
use mortise and tenon joints as you
walk around the Garden.



More Bats!

Jade Water Pavilion (‘E’ in the guide book)

 
Wander over to the corner by the Jade Water
Pavilion. In this spot, called the Heavenly
Well, look for bat shapes on the floor, in the
window shapes and on the pointed roof tiles. 
 
Have a closer look at the roof tiles. These
special 'di shui' roof tiles are shaped with a
point at the end so the rain drips off them in a
beautiful, beaded curtain on a rainy day. 

This Garden can be enjoyed
in all weathers!

We have several beautiful examples of
'penjing' in the Garden. Most of them 
are over 100 years old!

Greenhouse
Moon Gate (‘C’ in the guide book)

Around the corner from the Moon Gate is the
greenhouse where we store our special
collection of 'penjing' plants. They are only out
on display in the Garden in the warmer
months. 
 
The Chinese call it 'penjing' and the Japanese
call it 'bonsai'.These two art forms are very
similar. 'Penjing' is translated as ‘landscape in
a pot’ and it is another way in which the
ancient Chinese created a natural landscape in
miniature.  



The Four Gentlemen
Jade Water Pavilion (‘E’ in the guide book)

Look closely at the elegant wooden carved
screens to spot the flowers carved into
the designs. 
 
There are 4: plum blossom (to symbolize
spring), orchid (summer), chrysanthemum
(autumn) and bamboo (winter). 
 
Collectively, these plants are known as the
Four Gentlemen and they represented qualities
or characteristics that were considered
desirable for the ideal man to have:
courage (plum blossom), moral virtue (orchid),
loyalty (chrysanthemum) and
resilience (bamboo).

The Scholar's Face
Jade Water Pavilion (‘E’ in the guide book)

Look closely at the
wooden screen and
you may be able to
make out the shape of
a face wearing a hat. It
represents the Scholar
who would have lived
here with his family. 

Look at the picture above - this is taken from a
contemporary painting of a Ming Dynasty
Scholar. A Scholar was a highly educated man
who worked for the Emperor. He would have
been educated in literature, the arts and
philosophy.

He passed some very difficult exams
to get to his high-ranking position of
power and used his beautiful Garden
as a place of retreat and relaxation
away from the pressures of his job.



Dragon Shapes
Zig Zag Corridor

The Scholar would enjoy any opportunity he
had to introduce dragon shapes and symbolism
in his garden. The Dragon is a symbol of the
Emperor and represents good luck, power and
greatness.
 
Did you know the Chinese dragon has the
body of a snake and is covered in scales like a
fish? Look at the roof of our zig-zag corridor.
The tiles look like scales and the roof
represents the snake-like body of the dragon.

Railings
Jade Water Pavilion (‘E’ in the guide book)

Take a seat on the railings overlooking the
water. How do you feel? Are you
comfortable?
 
The railings were designed for people to rest
in a particular way - not with their backs on
the railings but sitting sideways, leaning
against the railings. This is so you can look at
the view and chat with a friend comfortably at
the same time.  
 
Can you see the hooks on the end of the
railings? Why do you think they are there?

Look for other representations of Dragons in
the Garden. You can find them carved on the
backs of chairs and benches in some
of the rooms.



Rocks
Hall of One Hundred Rivers (‘J’ in the guide

book)

The small courtyard outside the Hall of One
Hundred Rivers has a collection of rocks and
plants. Look closely at the rocks to spot the
fossils of ancient creatures.
 
The Tai Hu rocks in our Garden all come from
Lake Tai in China. They are limestone and their
interesting shapes are naturally formed by
erosion. As you walk around the Garden, see
what shapes you can spot in the rocks. There
are no right or wrong answers - it is up to your
imagination, just like looking at patterns in
clouds. 

Turtles
Scholar’s Study and Courtyard (‘H’ in the

guide book)

In Chinese culture, turtles represent long life.
You may have noticed a few large rocks
acting as steps throughout our Garden. The
shape of these rocks looks a little like the
curved shape of a turtle’s shell, and therefore
these steps represent the turtle. It is said
anyone who steps on these rocks will live
forever!

Look closely at our pond if you are visiting in
the summer. You may spot our resident turtles
sunbathing on the rocks.
 

However, some rocks have more
obvious shapes. At the Main
Courtyard, look at the free-standing
rocks - can you see a face on one 
and a seahorse on another?


